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T H E 
Scripture Doctrine 
ml 
PREDESTINATION 
Explained and Vindicated, 


„ 


Some REMARKS on Free and Candid 


Thoughts on that Subject. By T. E. A. dg 


Author of the C-n-ns of Cr-t-cſin. 
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He hath ms us, and called "us with on Joh Calling, not 
according to our Works, but according to his own Purpoſe 
and Grace, which was given us in CHRIST JESUs, 

before the World began. 2 TIM. i. 9. 
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TO T H R 


A . * H O R. 


8 I R, 


HAVE read your Piece on the 
Scripture Doctrine of Predeſiina- 
rion. I own, without the leaſt Sha- 
dow of Compliment, that I efteem 
it a judicious and ſolid Performance. 
Truth may be repreſented i in a very 
diſagreeable Form; and when Falſe- 
hood lends her Aſſiſtance, may appear 
very odious. But let Truth be drawn 
as ſhe really is, and the Clouds will 
vaniſh, and her Beauties ſhine forth in 
their native Light. I ſincerely pray 
God to give his Bleſſing to your ex- 
cellent Eſſay, and may there be in all 
that call themſelves Chriſtians a ſin- 
cere Defire to learn Truth, not from 
their own Comcoptions or Imagina- 


r 


7 


[vi] 
tions, but from the Sacred Oracles, 
which were given us to bear Light 
through this World; and to which I 
am perſuaded we ſhall all do well to 
take Heed till the Day dawn, and the 
Day- Star ariſe in our Hearts. 


J am, 


Your ſincere Friend, 
* UC 38 


April 8, 1762. T. G. 
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Scripture Doctrine 
OF 
PREDESTINATION, &c. 


IHE Author of Free and Candid 
Thoughts on the Doctrine of Predeſti- 


nation tells us, © That the ſeverer 


© Sort of Calviniſts hold, that God from all 


Eternity has, arbitrarily and merely of his 
© own Good- will and Pleaſure, choſen ſome 
few out of the whole Race of Mankind to 
be Heirs of Salvation, and abſolutely re- 
© probated the Reſt, and conſigned them 
over to a remedileſs State of endleſs Perdi- 
tion. AndTIown © that this (as he ſpeaks) 
* is a Doctrine ſo ſhocking to human Nature, 
< and fo incompatible with all the Notions 
of a Deity, which we have either by natu- 
© ral Reaſon or Revelation, that it is impoſ- 
: | 


ſible to De true. P. 4+ 
B _ 
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But, as he adds, The milder Opinion is, 

* that God has not abſolutely reprobated any, 
* but that he has nevertheleſs arbitrarily and 
of his own free Will choſen ſome from 
Eternity whom he has predeſtinated to be 
ſaved. And I ſhall follow this Author in 
examining * how far this Notion is grounded 
on Scripture, and how far it may be recon- 
* ciled with the undeniable Attributes of 
God.“ p. 5. 


© Predeſlinating, as he ſays, means deter- 
mining, or appointing, before-hand, and 
electing and choofing are the ſame Thing. 


p. 7. But I cannot ſee that © where any are 


« ſaid to be called, it ſignifies' no more than 
© their being invited to, or their making a 
* Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Religion. And 
ſuppoſing that, as he aſſerts, © where theſe 
Terms are ufed in Scripture they generally 
mean chooſing or appointing to ſome Office, 
or outward Priviledge or Advantage, and 
not a Fore-appointment to eternal Happi- 
neſs: p. 8. Yet, I think, it muſt be 
owned that, in ſome Places, the Scripture 
teaches us that there is ſuch a Fore-appoint- 
ment. And of this I ſhall give ſome In- 
— = | 


The Goſpel came to the Theſſalonians not 
in Word only but in Power; and it wrought 
ſo effectually in them that the Apoſtle = 

ally 


— 
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fully Gtisfied that they were. choſen and 
called of God (1 Ep. i. 45. ) not indeed to an 
Office, or merely an outward Priviledge or 
Advantage; no, but to Salvation, to the ob- 
taining the Glory of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
For thus he ſpeaks: We are bound to give 

Thanks alway to God for you, Brethien, 


beloved of the Lord, becauſe God hath 


from the Beginning choſen you to Salvation, 
throu 3 Sanctification of the Spirit, and Be- 
lief of the Truth; whereunto he called you 
by our Goſpel, to the obtaining the Glory 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Ep. ii. 13, 14. 
as in 1 Ep. ii. 12. God hath called you unto 
his Kingdom and Glory. 


Agreeably to this, in Bob. i. gq—7. the 


1 ſtle having bleſſed the God and Father 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for having bleſſed 

— with all ſpiritual Bleflings in heavenly 
Places in Chriſt; firſt obſerves that this was 
according as he had choſen us, or in Purſu- 
ance of, or agreeable to his Choice of us in 
Chriſt, before the Foundation of the World, 
that we ſhould be holy, and without Blame 
before him in Love; and then ſpeaks of his 
having predeſtinated us to the Adoption of 
Children by Jeſus Chriſt te himſelf, accord- 
ing to the Ar Pleaſure of his Will, to the 
Praiſe of the Glory of his Grace, wherein he 
hath made us accepted in the Beloved; in 
whom we have Redemption through his 
* 2 Blood, 


6 | 
Blood, the Forgiveneſs of Sins according to 
the Riches of bis Grace. ES 

The Editor of the Free and Candid 
Thoughts tells us, that the Author“ Man- 
c ner is much like Mr. Loches, from whom 
© he ſcems chiefly to have formed bis Senti- 
© ments on theſe Matters.” p. 111. I ſhall. 
therefore conſider what he ſays on this Paſ- 


ſage. In his Notes on the laſt Verſe he tells 


us, that © we does as plainly ſtand here for 
© the Gentile Corrverts, as it is manifeſt it does 
in the parallel Place, Col. i. 13, 14. wo 
hath delivered us irom the Power of Dark- 
neſs, and hath tranfiated us into che King= 
dom of his dear Son, in whom we have 


A 6 


* 


© Redemption through his Biood, even the 


« Forgiveneſs of Sins, And t own that the 


| Apoſtle had his Eye particularly on them, 


But it may be obſerved, 


1. That all he here ſpeaks is as applicable 
to the Converts among the Jews, as to thoſe 
among the Gentiles ; and indeed they were 
not the Gentile but the Fewr!ſh Converts 


who, as in Chap i. 12. r truſted in 
Chriſt. For as Dr. Dodderidge has obſerved, 


the grand Harveſt of believing Jews was 


gathered into the Church, before Chriſt 
* was preached to any of the Gentiles.” And 


thus the next Words, Ver. 13. have the 


eaſieſt and moſt natural Connection. 77; 
whom 


CF] 

whom ye Gentiles of Epheſus alfo truſted, 
after that ye heard the Werd of Truth, the 
Goſpel of your Salvation. But 


2. The Apoſtle does not here ſpeak of 
the whole Body of the Jews or Gentiles ; 
no, nor of all who were Members of the 
Church, but of thoſe only who were real 
Converts ; thoſe only among them, whether 
Jews or Gentiles, who, as in Col. i. 12, 13. 
were made meet to be Partakers of the Inhe- 
ritance of the Saints in Light; having been 
delivered from the Power of Darkneſs and 
tranſlated into the Kingdom of Chriſt ; or 
who, as in Acts xxvi 15. having their Eyes 
opened, were turned from Darkneſs to Light; 
from the Power of Satan unto God, that 
they might receive an Inheritance among 
them that arc Os as the Faith that 1s 
in Chriſt, 


Mr. 4 in his Note on Ver. 5. hben 
* that Adoption or Sonſhip belonged only 
to the Jews before the Coming of the Meſ- 
_ * fiah, Rom. ix. 4. For after the Nations of 
© the Earth had revolted from God their 
© Lord and Maker, and became . Servants 
and Worſhippers of the Devil, God aban- 
* doned them to the Vaſſallage they had 
© choſen, and owned none of them for his 
* but the l{raclites, whom he adopted to be 
his ann and People. See Exod. iv. _ 

An 


1 

And on Ver. 6. he ſays, that © God, before 
the Foundation of the World, freely deter- 
mined within himſelf to admit the Gentiles 
© into his Kingdom to be his People, for the 
Manifeſtation of his free Grace all the 
World over, that all Nations might glorify 
© him, and this for the Sake of his Son 
© Jeſus Chriſt, who was his beloved, and fo 
was chiefly regarded in all this. And to 
theſe Things I have no Objection. | 


But that they may be rightly underſtood 
it-will be proper to obſerve, that the being 
admitted into the Kingdom of God, and the 
being his Children and People, muſt be taken 
in the. ſame Senſe, when ſpoken of the Iſ- 
raclitiſh Nation, or of thoſe who make a 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity ; and if we aſk 
concerning either, What Advantage have 
* they above the Reſt of the World? or what 
© Profit is there of being thus the Children 
and People of God? It may be anſwered, 
Much every Way, chiefly becauſe that unto 
them are committed the Oracles of God, 
© Rom. ill. 2 He hath not dealt fo with 
other Pcople, and as for his Judgements they 
have not known them. P/al. cxlvii. 20. 


But although all, who in this Senſe are 
ſpoken of as the Children and People of 
God, are thus diſtinguiſhed by their Privi- 
leges from the Reſt of the World, yet it may 

| juſtly 


— 


EE1 

juſtly be obſerved, that ſome of them differ 
very much from others, as in their Charae - 
ter, ſo likewiſe in their State. For as ſome 
of them are righteous, and others wicked, 


ſo ſome of them are bleſſed, and others ac- 
curſed of the Lord. „ 


hleſſed is he, faith the Pſalmiſt, whoſe 
Tranſgreſſion is forgiven, whoſe Sin is co- 
vered; bleſſed is the Man unto whom the 
Lord imputeth not Iniquity; but then, as if 
with a Deſign to ſhew that it was not for all 
the Iſraelites to lay Claim to this Bleſſedneſs, 

becauſe God looks on them as his People and 
Children, he lets us know that the Perſon he 
ſpake of is one in whoſe Spirit there is no Guile; 
a ſincere Servant of God. P/al. xxxii. 1. 


As for thoſe among the Iſraelites who had 
no Underſtanding, and did not improve their 
ſpiritual Advantages, they bad Reaſon to 
fans that he that made them would have no 
Mercy on them, and he that formed them 
would ſhew them no Favour, ai. xxxvii. 1 1. 
Nay, God having known them only of all 
the Families of the Earth, they might con- 
clude that he would puniſh them for all their 
Iniquities, rather than pleaſe themſelves with 
the Thoughts of his having forgiven them, 
Am. iii. 2. | TM 


And ſince it cannot be ſaid of all profeſ- 
. ſing 


2 


„* 


—_— whe ne Dorey NY on 
Cr ˙:AàA we rr eg — 
= . Patt are 


. — 
It 


* * = 
— reb OOW * 


6 "— MIL. ˙*ᷣͤ —ͤ 14S 2 
— 


— 2 
2 K——— — rea 1 


3 > Ale... 
1 7 
" 
A 


ANY 

ſing Chriſtians, that they are the People and 
Children of God, in a more deſirable Senſe 
than the Iſraelites were, we may juſtly ſay of 
them, that whatever Advantages they may 
have above others, yet, not being righteous 
but wicked, ſo far will they be 'from being 
bleſſed with all ſpiritual Bleſſings, and from 
being made accepted, and having Redemp- 
tion in Chriſt, the Forgiveneſs of their Sins, 
according to the Riches of his Grace, that 
this will be their Condemnation, that Light 
is come into the World, and they loved 
Darkneſs rather than Light, their Deeds 


being evil, John iii. 19. 


Mr. Locke in another Note on Ver. 5. 
tells us that © God under the Law took the 


Nation of 1/r2e/ to be his People, without 
© any Merit in them, and ſo it is of his mere 


good Pleaſure that he even then purpoſed 


8 


to enlarge his Kingdom under the Goſpel, 
© by admitting all that of all the Nations 
© whatſoever would come in and ſubmit 
© themſelves not to the Law of Moſes, but 


to the Rule and Dominion of Chriſt.” 


But who are they, who thus ſubmit them 
ſelves to Chriſt? Not all who call him, 
Lord, Lord, and make a Profeſſion of being 
his Diſciples; no, but ſuch only as are 
Chriſtians indeed, real Converts; ſuch as 


are turned from 'the Power of Satan unto 
God, 


[9] 

God, that they may receive the Forgiveneſs 
of their Sins, and an Inheritance among 
them that are ſanctified by the Faith that is 
in Jeſus. 


Theſe are the Perſons whom God hath 
bleſſed with all ſpiritual Bleſſings, according 
as he hath choſen them in Chriſt, before the 
Foundation of the World. But as for thoſe 
who will not ſubmit themſelves to his Rule 
and Dominion, how great ſoever their out- 
ward Priviledges or Advantages may be, 
there is not the leaſt Reaſon to ſpeak of 
them as thus choſen, or as thus blefled. 


The Ele# ſpoken of in the viiith and 
ixth Chapters of the E piſtle to the Romans, 
* according to our Author, are the whole 
© Chriſtian Church, whereof all neverthe- 
© Jeſs do not attain unto Salvation?“ p. 13. 
Although, as I may add, being in the 
Church, they fancy that they are elected, 
and pleaſe themſelves with the Hopes of 
being ſaved. This is a very dangerous 
Miſtake; and proves fatal to many: But if 
we conſider Rom. viii. 28, 29, and 30. it 
may be a Means of preventing our falling 
into it. | 


o 
La) 


In the firſt of theſe Verſes the Apoſtles 
ſpeak of this as a known and confeſſed 
Truth, that / Things, all providential 

| C Events, 


ng Happinels. 


< formable to the Image of his Son, More- 
© over, whom he did thus pre-ordain to be 


Tj -- 
Events, work together for Good to them that 
love God; to them who are the called according 
fo his Purpoſe, that is they concur to their 


By the Purpoſe ſpoken of in this Verſe, 
Mr. Locke underſtands God's Purpoſe of 
calling the Gentiles, and agreeably to this, 
he thus paraphraſes the other Verſes. * In 
* which Purpoſe the Gentiles, whom he 
© foreknew as he did the Jews, with an In- 
© tention of Kindneſs, and of making them 
his People, he pre-ordained to be con- 


his People, them he alſo called by ſending 
Preachers of the Goſpel to them: And 
* whom he called, if they obeyed the 
* Truth, thoſe he alſo juſtified ; And whom 
he juſtified, them he allo glorified.” 


But I ſee no Reaſon to think that this Pa- 
raphraſe expreſſes the Apoſtle's Sentiments. 
For he ſpeaks of thoſe Perſons only who 
love God; whereas all in general are ſpoken 
of in the Paraphraſe, who are the People of 
God as the Jews were? And there are many 
of theſe to whom that which is obſerved 
concerning all zhoſe will by no Means agree; 
as, that all Things work together for their 
Good, that God having foreknown them 
With an Intention of Kindueſe, has pre- or- „ 
| dained 
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dained them not merely to be his People, but 
to be conformed to the Image of his Son: and 
that having thus pre-ordained them, he has 
called them to the Obedience of the Truth, 
not only by the Preachers of the Goſpel, 
but allo by his Grace; and having juſtified 
toe he will glorify them, 


oY join therefore wich our Author in affirm- 
ing, that whenever the Terms predeſtinated, 
called, elected, or choſen, are uſed in Scrip- 
© ture concerning particular Perſons, they 
never ſignify ſuch a Determination, calling, 


© or choofing, the Effect of which does not 
depend upon the good or bad Actions of the 


© Perſons faid to be predeſtinated, called, or 


© choſen.” p. 12. For it is certain that they 


only, who being made free from Sin become 
Servants to God and ſo have their Fruit 


unto Holineſs, wil have their End ever- 


laſting Life, Rom. vi. 22. So that the ele, 

as well as others, are to look on the Ways 
of Sin as leading to endleſs Miſery ; and to 
be fully perſuaded of this, that without Ho- 
lineſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lords He. xii. 14. 


4 Some, it is ſaid, have been led to neg- 

«© lect Morality, under a Pretence that they 
© are ele, and therefore cannot fatally and 
finally ſin.“ Pp. 3. And it is to be feared, 
that there are many who, though walking in 
the Way to Hell, going down to the Cham- 
C 2 bers 


| F 
bers of Death, pleaſe themſelves with the 
Thoughts of their being choſen to Salvation, 
and with the Hopes of being ſaved: but 
ſurely we may ſay of ſuch Perſons, that the 
God of this World hath blinded their Minds, 
leſt the Lym of the glorious Goſpel of 


Chriſt ſhould ſhine into them. For unleſs 


they fancy that they are righteous while they 


are wicked, it is very evident that they miſ- 
underſtand the Scripture Doctrine of Elec- 


tion. For that ſpeaks of none as choſen to 
Salvation, who are not choſen to be holy L 


and gives us this Character of thoſe w 
have good Hopes of being ſaved, that they 
purify themſelves even as Ein is pure, 
1 Fobn iii. 3. 


The Author therefore has juſtly obſerved, 
that we are directed, however we are 
* called or elefled, to work out our own Sal- 


« vation with Fear and Trembling, Phil. ii. 


12. p. 14. to apply to the ſecuring. of it 


with the greateſt Earneſtneſs and Aſſiduity; 


as to a Matter of infinite Importance. And 
way who conſider it as ſuch, well fear 
leſt a Promiſe of it to Perſons of ward ch a Cha- 
racter being left us in the Goſpel, they ſhould 
ſeem to come ſhort of it; and be lookin 
diligently leſt they fail of this Grace of God, 


Feb. iv. 1. Xii. 15. 


To a like Wp is the Rubartadon of 
St. 


- WWE 

St. Peter; and, as is obſerved, to all Chriſ- 
* tians, p. 14. to give Diligence to make 
their Calling and Election ſure, 2 Ep. i. 10, 
Not that Calling which, as the Author 
ſpeaks, * ſignifies either their being invited 
© to, or their making a Profeſſion of the 
* Chriſtian Religion; p. 8. but that which 
makes us real Chriſtians, the ſincere Servants 
of God. And to make ſure of our being 
thus effeQually called, is to make ſure of 
this, that we are among thoſe whom God 
hath choſen to Salvation. 


And as the Connection of this Exhorta- 
tion with what goes before evidently ſhews 
us, the Way to make ſure of our being thus 
called, is to be giving all Diligence to add 
to our Faith Virtue; and to Virtue Know- 
ledge; and to Knowledge Temperance; and 
and to Temperance Patience; and to Pa- 
tience Godlineſs; and to Godlineſs Brotherly 
Kindneſs; and to Brotherly Kindneſs Cha- 
rity, For if theſe Things be in us, and 
abound, they will make us that we ſhall 
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the Know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 
and we may aſſure ourſelves that we ſhall 
never fall. For ſo an Entrance ſhall be mi- 
niſtred to us abundantly into his everlaſting 
Kingdom, 2 Pet. i. 5, Ce. 18 5 


The Carriage of the Apoſtle Paul, of 
| which 


* 
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which alſo the Author ſpeaks, was agreeable 
to theſe Things. He was effectually called 
by the Grace of God, not only to the Apoſtle- 
ſhip, but to the Obedience of Chriſt; and 
he ran the Chriſtian Race, not as uncertainly, 
and fought the good Fight of Faith, not as 
one that beateth the Air; but᷑ was fully ſatiſ- 
fied that there was laid up for him a Crown 
of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the righ- 
teous Judge would, give him in the Day of 
his glorious appearing ; and * yet, ſays he, I 
keep under my Body, and bring it into 


© Subjection, leſt that by any Means, while 
© I preach to others, I myſelf ſhould be a 


«. Caſt-away. 1 Cor. ix. 26, 27. p. 13. And al- 
tho he looked on Timothy as one choſen and 
called to eternal Life, yet he exhorts him to 
fight the good Fight of Faith, that he might 
lay faſt hold of that Life, and that none of 
the Enemies of his Soul might wreſt it out 
of his Hands, 1 Tim. vi. 12. 


The Caſe of Judas, who was given to 
Chriſt and yet finally miſcarried, being men- 


tioned, the Author adds, * fo Acts xxvi. 24. 


« the Angel tells Paul, Lo, God has Given 
* thee all them that ſail with thee, Vet Paul 
© tells the Centurion and Soldiers, ver. 31. 


Except theſe, the Mariners, abide in the Ship, 


ye cannot be ſaved,” p. 14. 


But if the Deſign of this be to lead us to 
4 | | think, 


1 
think, that, notwithſtanding that which the 
Angel had faid of God's having given them 
to Paul, ſome of them might loſe their 
- Lives, it may be ſufficient to obſerve, that 
the Apoſtle was far from having ſuch a 
Thought: for he exhorts them all to be of 
good Cheer, and confidently aſſures them, 
that there ſhould be no Loſs of any Man's 
Life but of the Ship; and he brings that 
which the Angel had ſaid to him as the Rea- 
ſon of his thus ſpeaking, and adds, I Believe 
God, that it ſhall be as was told me. And 
after the Mariners had been hindered from 
leaving the Ship, by cutting the Cords of 
the Poat and letting her fall off, he aſſures 
the whole Company, no leſs than two Hun- 
dred threeſcore and ſixteen Perſons, that not 
a Hair ſhould fall from the Head of any of 
them; and we find that his Words were 
verified, for they all eſeaped ſafe to Land, 
Ver. 44. 


4 have the rather taken Notice of this, 
becauſe the Caſe of thoſe in the Ship, and 
thoſe whom God hath choſen to eternal Sal- 
vation, in ſeveral Reſpects is the ſame: For 
as it was certain that they all ſhould be ſaved, 
that not one of zhoſe ſhould loſe his Life, 
nor one of 7heſe fall ſhort of Heaven; fo the 
. Promiſe of God to the one, and his gracious 
2 Purpoſe with Reſpect to the other, did not 
ſet 
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ſet aſide the Uſe of Means, or render them 
leſs neceſſary. 


It was indeed certain that the Lives of all 
thoſe whom God had given to Paul would 
be preſerved, and yet in order to their Pre- 
ſervation, the Mariners were to abide in the 
Ship, that they might bring her near to 
the Shore, the Soldiers were to be kept from 


their Purpoſe of killing the Priſoners, and 


every one was to do what he could to ſave 


himſelf, either by ſwimming, or by getting 


on a Board, or a broken Piece of the Ship; 
and if either of thoſe Things had been neg- 
lected, it might well have been ſaid, that 
they could not have been ſaved. 


And although it is certain that every indi- 


aidual Perſon whom God hath choſen in 


Chriſt, and given to him, ſhall have eternal 
Life; yet, the Election of God reſpecting 
the Means as well as the End, it may juſtly 
be ſaid, that he cannot obtain that Bleſſed- 


neſs unleſs he repents of his Sins, ſo knows 


God as to love and fear and ſerve him in Sin- 
cerity, and obeys the Goſpel of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. And as for thoſe who live and 
die in the Neglect of theſe Things, to ſpeak 
agreeably to the holy Scriptures, we muſt 
ſay that Deſtruction and Miſery are in their 
Ways, and not that they are Choſen to Sal- 


vation. 
And 
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And as it was certain that the Lives of all 
thoſe who ſailed with Paul would be pre- 


ſerved, ſo it was alſo certain that they would 


uſe the Means that were proper and neceſſary 


for their Preſervation; and it being certain 
that all whom God hath choſen ſhall be 
ſaved, it is alſo certain that they will uſe the 
Means proper and neceſſary for their Sal- 
vation. | | 


And when theſe Things are fo, there is 
not, as I ſee, any Colour of Reaſon for 
ſpeaking of this Doctrine, as dangerous to 
our Souls, or detrimental to Religion.“ p. 5. 
For this notwithſtanding our Duty is the ſame, 
and our Obligations to be found in it. There 


is not one Motive to Obedience in the leaſt 
weakened by it. For all the Promiſes and 
Ihreatenings of the Word abide in their full 


* 


Strength. 


And ſurely the Author could not look on 
God's chooſing ſome out of the Race of 


Mankind, as diſhoncurable to him. For he 
tells us, that © it muſt be acknowledged that 


God has dealt very. differently with the 


different Parts of Mankind; that he 


© has given a greater Share both of the 
good Things of this World and of the 
Means of Grace, to ſome than to others; 
© but ſince all have more than they can juſtly 
* claim, and of none he will require more 
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than he has given; every Mouth muſt be 


« ſtopped, and none have any juſt Cauſe of 
« Complaint, though he does ſee fit (for 


© wiſe Reaſons which we know nothing of ) 


© freely to beſtow on ſome, what he is not 
© obliged to give to any. — Nor indeed can 
© all Mankind more reaſonably lay Claim to 
© the ſame Share of the Means of Grace, 
than to the. ſame Share of Liberty, Under- 
« ſtanding, Health, Riches, and all the good 


© Things of this Life It is enough for us, 


© that God has wiſe Reaſons for what he 
6 does, that he will not deal hardly with 
© any, and that at the great Day he will 
« juſtify the Diſpenſations of his Providence 


Cy before Men and Angels. P. C. 


And to ſpeak agreeably to theſe Sentiments 
we muſt ſay, that as the Election of ſome, 


ſo the Reprobation or Non election of others, 


is not diſbonourable to God. But that this may 
more evidently appear, it may be proper to 
obſerve, that Non- election is not the Cauſe of 
the final Miſery of any; and that there is no 
Decree of God that hinders them from be- 
lieving on Chriſt to the ſaving of their Souls; 
ſo that it may be juſtly ſaid of all who have 


the Goſpel, that if they die in their Sins, it 


is bank they will not come to Chriſt that 
they may have Life, Job. v. 40, If they did 


well, ſubmitting themſelves to the Rule and 


Dominion of Chriſt, would they not have 
been 
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been accepted? but if they refuſe and rebel, 
Sin lies at the Door. Gen. iv. 7. Diſtreſs and 
Anguith will come upon them ; but it is 
that which by their Ways and theic Doings, 
they youu procured unto themſelves. Yer. 
iv. 18, | | 


The Sum is this, ſays our Author, God 
© is wiſe, and juſt, and good, and Man. is 
free. He hath ſet before us Life and 
© Death, Good and Evil, and left us in the 
© Hands of our own Counſel; we may chooſe. 
* the Evil and refuſe the Good ; but if we 
do, our Deſtructipn is of ourſelves, and God 
* is free, For if he does not afflict wil- 
© lingly, nor grieve the Children of Men, 
© how much leſs will he arbitrarily conſign 
© over any of them to remedileſs and endleſs 
Perdition. And I ſay with the Author, 
Fo Theſe Things we are {ure of. P. 24. 


But we may aſſert that God, of his own 
Goodwill and Pleaſure, has choſen ſome out 
of the whole Race of Mankind, and yet 
deny that he has abſolutely reprobated any, 
and conſigned them over to Perdition. p. 5. 


Is it aid, © But has not God predetermined 
© the Perdition of thoſe whom he has not 
© choſen to Salvation? It may be ſufficient 
to anſwer, © That he has not predetermined 
© the Perdition of any whoſe Deſtruction is 

1 | - "or 
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© not of themſelves, and the Fruit of their 
© own Wickedneſs. So that this is no other 
than his predetermining to render to them 
according to their Deeds; or to deal with 
them agreeably to his Threatening, that the 
wicked ſhall go away into everlaſting Pu- 
niſhment. 


And there is nothing i in this repugnant to 
the moral Attributes of God, or inconſiſtent 
with the Freedom of Man. For, as the 
Author ſpeaks, This is certain, God is 
* omniſcient, and Man is a free Agent. Now 
* God, to whom all Things are preſent, muſt 
© know how every Man will act; and there- 
fore from that Foreknowledge he may pre- 
determine how he will deal by them, 
without his Knowledge (and I add, with- 
out his Determination) having any Influence 
upon their Actions; which muſt be free 
to be zheir Actions. And this I think will 
ſolve moſt, if not all the real Difficulties 
we meet with in Scripture relating to this 
subject, provided that the Senſe of Scrip- 
* ture be rightly underſtood.” p. 23. 
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This Propoſition, that Man is a free 
Agent, holds true with Reſpect to thoſe 
that ſhall be ſaved, as well as thoſe that ſhall 
perith : and as Good and Evil are ſet before 
all, ſo the happy Perſons who chooſe the 
Good and refuſe the Evil, act as 1 4 
| thole 
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thoſe who chooſe the Evil and refuſe the 
Good. And whether this Good be the Pre- 
ſervation of the preſent Life, or the Salvation 
of their immortal Souls, the higher Thoughts 
they have of it, and the more they value and 
deſire it, the more free and willing, and 
hearty, and vigorous, they will be in the Uſe 
of all the Means they look upon as proper 
and neceſſary for the ſecuring of it. So that 
in this Reſpect alſo, as to their Freedom of 
acting, it is the ſame with thoſe who were 
with St. Paul in the Ship, and thoſe whom 
God hath choſen to Salvation. 


But although they whom God hath choſen 
act as freely in yielding themſelves Servants 
unto God, and living in his Service, as others 
act in having their Converſation in the Luſts 
of the Fleſh, fulfilling the Deſires of the 
Fleſh and of the Mind; yet it cannot be ſaid 
that their thus acting is the Cauſe of their Sal- 
vation, as Obſtinacy in Sin is the Cauſe of 
* final Miſery. 


It is true, as was (ata, that they only who 
being made free from Sin become Servants 
to God, and have their Fruit unto Holineſs, 
ſhall have their End everlaſting Life ; but all 
having finned, and Death being the Wages 
of Sin, this Life is to be had no other Ways 
than as the Gift of God through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. For the Scripture expreſsly * | 

that 
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that we are juſtified not by the Deeds of the 


Law, but freely by the Grace of God, through 


the Redemption which is in Jeſus Chriſt, 
Rom. iii. 20. 24. and that it is not by Works 
of Righteouſneſs which we have done, but ac- 
cording to his Mercy that God faveth us, not 
indeed without, but by the Waſhing of Re- 
1 renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. 


For this is neeeſſary to make us meet to be 
Partakers of the heavenly Inheritance; and 
this alſo we have through Jeſus Chriſt our 


Saviour, Tit. iii. 5, 6. 5 
From this it follows, that although God's 


Foreknowledge of Mens Obſtinacy in Sin is 
that which led him to predetermine their 


_ everlaſting Miſery, yet there is no Reaſon to 


think that his Foreknowledge 'of the Faith 
and Obedience, or Holineſs of any, is that 
which led him to predetermine their ever- 


laſting Happineſs. God has indeed the Fore- 


knowledge of this ; © for he muſt know how 


every Man will act: p. 23. But his Pur- 


poſe and Grace, given them in Chriſt before 
the World began, was not owing to this Fore- 
knowledge. 


But as God look the Nation of Iſrael fo 
be his clay 0 not for their Righteouſneſs, 
prightneſs of their Heart, but of 


his mere good Pleaſure, and becauſe the Lord 
loved them, Deut. vii. 8. ſo he has * 
nated 


Fx 
nated ſome to the Adoption of Children by 
Jeſus Chriſt to bimſelf, according to he 
ood Pleaſure of his Will, to the Praiſe of 
Ws Glory of his Grace, not becauſe he knew 
that they would be righteous and vpright in 
Heart, but becauſe the Lord laved them. 


Thus we may the rather ſpeak, becauſe 
Holineſs is an eſſential Part of Salvation, and 
all whom God hath choſen to ſave he hath 
choſen to be holy. Their Election therefore 
may be conſidered as the Root, and their 
Holineſs as the Fruit ſpringing from it, 
They were dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, but 
God being rich in Mercy, for the great Love 
wherewith he hath loved them, hath quick- 
ened them together with Chriſt. And that 
they may be ſaved, according to his own 
Purpoſe and Grace which was given them in 
Chriſt Jeſus before the World began, they 
are God's Workmanſhip created unto good 
Works. Eph. ii. I, 4, 5, Io. So that every one 
of theſe happy Fei who, being predeſti- 
nated, is fo called as to be juſtified, and who 

being juſtified has good Reaſon far the Hopes 
of being glorified, may very well fay with 
the Apoſtle, By the Grace of God I am what 

I am, 1 Cor. xv. 10. 


But ſays our Author, « Suppoſe we admit 
« this Doctrine of arbitrary Election, what 
* Uſe can it be of, or what Comfort can N 
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« be to us? It is a ſecret Decree of God, 
which we can never know but by an ex- 
« preſs particular Revelation, and this we 
have no Reaſon to expect. p. 20. 


But admitting that all who ſhall be ſaved 
are elected, in making our Salvation ſure, we 
make our Election ſure; and this may be 
done without a particular Revelation. For 
as the Author has juſtly obſerved, © God has 

given us Rules to judge whether we are 
his Children or no. — Ie that hath my Com- 
< mandments and keepeth them, he it is that 
© loveth me, ſays our Saviour; and he that 
* Ioveth me ſhall be loved of my Father, and I 
will Jove him, and will manifeſt myſelf” to 
* him. Joh. xiv. 21. P. 21. And if having 
theſe Rules in our Eye, our Conſciences 
* bears us Witneſs (and by the Favour and 
Grace of God his Holy Spirit bears Witneſs 
with them) that we are the Children of 
© God; his Decree concerning our Salva- 
tion is no longer a Secret. For if Children 
then Heirs, Heirs of God, and joint Heirs 
with Chriſt. And we may well reckon that 
the Sufferings of this preſent Time are not 
worthy to be compared with the Glory which 
ſhall be revealed in us. Rom. viii. 17, 18. 


To conclude, They who keep the Com- 
mandments of God, and are fo ſtedfaſt, fo 


immoveable, and always ſo abounding i in mY 
or 


— 
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Work of the Lord, as to be fully ſatisfied that 
they are his obedient Children, may with 

' Reaſon be ſaying, Bleſſed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who accord- 
ing to his abundant Mercy, hath begotten us 
again to a lively Hope; to an Inheritance in- 
corruptible, and undefiled, reſerved in Heaven 
fer us; and knowing their Election of God, 
they may be confident of this very Thing, 
that he who hath begun a good Work in 
them will perform it until the Day of Jeſus 
Chriſt; and that they ſhall be kept by the 
Power of God through Faith hy 0" 
and in the Thoughts and Hopes of this they 

may rejoice with Joy unſpeakable and full of 


5 


4 Glory. 
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Erratum. P. 24. line 18. Read bear. 
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